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Concluded, 
Furthermore you say ; be astonished, 


sir ; ** I acknowledge that the merits of 


Christ are sufficiently extensive to em- 
brace the whole world ; yet [ find not 
the least assurance from the word of 
God, that the application of those 
merits will be made to any, but those 
who repent and believe the gospel.” 
Now, sir, look back, and see what you 
have done. You have exclusively ap- 
plied the death of Jesus to deliver man- 
kind from original sin, as you call it, 
and apply the efficacy of Christ’s death 
in this way “* unconditionally” to all: 
Yet you say, as above quoted ; “ I find 
not the least assurance from the word 
of God, that the application of those 
merits will be made to any, but those 
who repent and believe the gospel.” 
Are you able, dear brother, to state con- 
tradictions more palpable ? 

That you are erroncous, your own 
contradictions fully prove; and that 
you have misapplied the justification by 
grace, through Jesus our Lord, St. Paul 
fully shows, Rom. v. 16, “ And not as 
it was by one that sinned, so is the gift ; 


f for the judgment was by one to con- 


demnation, but the free gift is of many 
offences unto justification.” Here the 
apostle refutes your application of the 
efficacy of the death of Jesus, as direct- 
ly as if he had been replying to you. 
You quote 1 Tim. i. 4, God * will 
have all men to be saved, and to come 
unto the knowledge of the truth ;” and 
then you say ; * yet this will is condi- 


tional, and not absolute.” We beg of 


you, dear sir, to ask yourself how you 
know, that God’s will in the salvation 
of all men is not absolute? We are 
not informed in the scripture, that this 
is the case. How then do you know 
that our heavenly Father cares so little 
about our eternal welfare, that he has 
no absolute will about it? We venture 
to say, that we have reason enough to 
believe, that if our heavenly Father was 
half as desirous of saving all men, as 





from believing that he will save all, we 
should all be saved. If you could pre- 
vent the sister to whom your letter was 
addressed, from believing in the doc- 
trine of universal holiness and happi- 
ness as easily as God could bring all 
men to repentance, she would never be- 
come a Universalist. If you will read 
the above cited passage from Timothy 
In its proper connexion, you will per- 
ceive that the death of Christ Jesus for 
all men, was pursuant to the will of God 
that all men should be saved. See the 
text. ‘* Who will have all men to be 
saved, and to come unto the knowledge 
of the truth. For there is one God, 
and one mediator between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus ; who gave 
himself a ransom for all to be testified 
in due time.’’—Here it is evident, that 
God wills the salvation of ail men, and 
in consequence of this will Jesus gave 
himself a ransom for all ; yet you say ; 
“ this is not God’s absolute will!” We 
ask you sir, what God would have done 
more if it had been his absolute will 
that all men should be saved? If God 
would give his Son to die for all men 
when it was not his absolute will that 
all should be saved, what would he have 
done if it had been his absolute will? 
See Rom. viil. 32, ‘* He that spared not 
his own Son, but delivered him up for 
us all, how shall he not with him also 
freely give us all things?” ‘The apos- 
tle’s argument here is, if God has given 
his own Son, there is no needed gift 
that he will withhold. But you con- 
tend that God treats men as moral 
agents. We allow he does, in the sense 
we understand moral agency. But sir, 
is it not positively in the power of God 
to save a moral agent? Was not Saul, 
afterwards Paul, a moral agent? And 
was it not in the power of divine mer- 
cy to save him? If you answer in the 
affirmative, then all men can be saved, 
though they are moral agents. God 
has given to man no agency which he 
cannot controul, 

I come, in the next place to notice 
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vig A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another, as I have loved you—JOHN xiii, 34. 

a a 

gEPLY TO MR. GEORGE WHITE’S LETTER you and many others are of keeping us/your argument which follows; * The 
they agree apostle declares, if ye live after the 


flesh, ye shall die, &c. That the death 
of the soul is here intended is evident, 
for the death of the body is the com- 
mon lot of all. The assertion is simi- 
lar to, ‘¢ the soul that sinneth it shall 
die.” Let all this be allowed. We 
then ask you, dear brother, whether you 
have not sinned? We ask you whether 
you have never lived after the flesh ? 
You will acknowledge that you have 
sinned, and that you have lived after 
the flesh. What follows? The death 
of your soul! Do you hope for mercy 
through Jesus Christ our common Lord 
and Saviour? If you do, then you 
may as well hope for all men as for 
yourself, according to your own argu. 
ments and concessions. See the text— 
Rom. viii. 13, “* For if ye live after the 
flesh ye shall die ; but if ye through the 
spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, 
ye shall live.” When shall we die if 
we live after the flesh? Answer, when 
we live after the flesh. ‘ To be car- 
nally minded is death”? When shalt 
we live, if we through the spirit do mor- 
tify the deeds of the body? Answer, 
when we are thus led by the spirit. Has 
this text any allusion to an eternal state ? 
Does it intimate any thing concerning 
dying in a hereafter, eternal state ?— 
No. 

You call on your sister to reconcile 
with the doctrine of Universal Salva- 
tion, the following passage; “ So I 
sware in my wrath they sfal/ not enter 
into my rest.” You go on and add; 
‘« Here is no limitation, but a perpetual 
or eternal deprivation of that rest, which 
remaineth for the people of God.” If 
you will turn to the passage, to which 
the apostle alluded, you must see that 
you have perverted his meaning. See 
Num. xiv. 23, * Surely they shall not 
see the land which I sware unto their 
fathers, neither shall any of them that 
provoked me see it.” What is this 
concerning an “ eternal deprivation of 
that rest which remaineth for the peo- 
ple of God?” Nothing. The passage 
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in Numbers respected nothing but the 
land of promise. 


«“ What shall it profit a man if he 
should gain the whole world, and lose 
his own soul?” “Mark vili. 36. This 
passage you bring to refute the belief 
that all men will be saved by him, who 
came to seek and to save that which 
was lost. Now all the passage means 
is simply this : What profit would a man 
obtain, by coming into the possession 
of ever so much sproperty, if he must 
lose his life, and not live to enjoy it? 
The same word which is translated soz/ 
in the 26th verse is rendered /ife twice 
in the verse preceding. 


After stating the scriptures and ar- 
guments, to which we have briefly re- 
plied, you inform your sister, that 
many more scriptures and arguments 
might be stated to refute the doctrine 
you had under consideration ; but you 
forbear, and refer her to the word of 
God. In doing this, sir, you have re- 
ferred her to that testimony, which will 
strengthen her more and more in the 
belief, that the living God, who is the 
Saviour of all, is faithful to all his 
promises ; and that he will bless in Je- 
sus, all the families, ail the nations, and 
all the kindreds of the earth. 


You inform your sister that if she 
embraces Universalism, she forsakes 
the plain beaten path of truth, &c. No 
doubt you honestly think so; but you 
surely would have spoken with more 
caution and safety, if you had said, the 
plain beaten path of tradition. We are, 
dear brother, surprised, that you should 
say, that Universalism strikes at the 
root of the divine perfections, over- 
throws the restraint of the wicked, &c. 
Can you point out what perfection of 
God is violated, by saving all men from 
sin, and reconciling them all to himself, 
through Jesus his Son? God says, he 
is a “ just God and 2 Saviour.” If he 
can save the sinner consistently with his 
justice, do you think that his mercy will 
oppose it? Or can you, sir, inform us 
how the belief, that all mankind will 
finally be saved from sin to holiness, 
removes restraint from the wicked? 


We can hardly find means to justify 
the exhortation “ not to listen to the 
sophisms of mistaken men.” Do, sir, 
be candid enough, patiently to refute all 
our arguments, before you call them 
sophisms. Beso good as to point out 
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our mistakes when you assert we are 
mistaken, 

By your concluding remarks, we are 
led to think on the sister, to whom vou 
wrote, as one in decline. If this be the 
case, we bow the knee and fervently 
pray that the light of Him, who gave 
himself a ransom for all men, may en- 
circle her mind, display the glory of 
unbounded grace to her understanding, 
and grant her the sweetest consolations 
of that hope, which enters within the 
vail. And may it please our merciful 
Father in heaven, to open your eyes to 
see, what, no doubt you fervently de- 
sire, that where sin abounded, grace 
much more abounds; and may your 
mind be rendered fruitful in this grace. 
And when you are converted, remem- 
ber and strengthen your brethren ; nor 
forget your sister, whom you have en- 
deavoured to dissuade from the conso- 
lations of believing in God’s universal 
goodness. 
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We pass over the first article in this | 


number, because, in its general senti- 
ments, it has no relation whatever to 
the scriptures of truth, but is built en- 
tirely upon the vain traditions of falli- 
ble men, without a single, “ thus saith 
the Lord,” in its support, and proceed 
to the consideration of the second arti- 
cle, which more particularly concerns 
us in our vindication of the ways of 
God to man. 

In this article, Dr. Wylie continues 
his defence of a limited salvation, by 
attempting, as he proposed ia a former 


‘number, to subvert the direct declara- 


tions of the divine testimony, that in 
the fulness of time every knee should 
bow in righteousness and strength to 
the almighty ruler of the universe. 
Had we been wavering in our faith 
with respect to this glorious doctrine of 
revelation, nothing could have been bet- 
ter calculated to dissipate our doubts, 
and confirm us in it, than the article 
under consideration. For here we are 
assured by a most respectable defender 





of the Calvinistic creed—one who \ 
celebrated among his brethren for hi 
abilities, that there are passages in SCrip. 
ture, which, if understood according to 
the import of the expressions made use 
of by the inspired penmen, declare the 
salvation “ of a//,”—* of all men,’ —* of 
every man,’—* of the world,’ — the 
whole world.” And that the only man. 
ner in which these declarations can be 
brought to harmonize with the doctrines 
of Calvinistic theology, is to under. 
stand them in a different sense from 
what the words, if used according to 
their common acceptation, would con. 
vey—to substitute other expressions for 
those made use of in the divine record; 
or, more saphcitty, to read for * all”~ 
“© some”’—; for “ every”—“ a few”; 
for “ the wor ld,” and * the whole wor la" 
—* a small part of mankind.” Aad, 
further, that this method of opposing 
the flood of evidence derived from rey- 
elation, in favour of universal emanci- 
pation from sin and misery, is the best 
and most plausible that ever has been, 
the best that can now be offered ;—for 
Dr. Wylie informs us, that for the ar- 
guments in the article before us he is 
indebted to those who have employ ed 
them “ in the days of former years,” in 
their attempts to snatch from the hands 
of the Almighty, the majority of his 
children, in order that they may be 
consigned over, to all eternity, to the 
government of the great adversary— 
and he further adds, that little new on 
either side can be expected at this late 
period of the controversy. On our 
side, this is indeed true, tor we have 
nothing to offer in de fence of the doc- 
trine we have embraced, but the plain 
unsophisticated testimony of the Bible; 
nor ever shall we, until God shall be 
pleased to make a further revelation of 
himself to mankind. But, with respect 
to our Opponents, though we find that 
their ingenuity has been already severe- 
ly taxed to subvert the word of God, 
“ who will have all men to be saved, 
and come unto the knowledge of the 
truth,” yet, as we know not the bounds 
of human invention, particularly when 
moving tn the path of pride and inter- 
est, we doubt not but that some new 
plan may be hereafter devised to do 
away, as far as possible, the divine tes- 
timony in favour of the humiliating 
doctrine of the salvation of all man- 
kind, without relation to their works. 
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That there are a very few passages 
in the scriptures in which the word a// 
is employed hyperbolically, and does 
not imply all without exception, we ad- 
mit. But, we would beg to inquire 
whether the word all, does ever in scrip- 
ture mean positively the whole ? And 
we believe that even the assurance of 
Dr. Wylie would shrink from replying 
in the negative to this question.— 
How then are we to determine when 
the term is to be used in a limited sense, 
and when in its fullest extent? There 
must be some rule derived either from 
the scriptures or from some other 
source, or else the werd of God be- 
comes a mere dead letter, capable of 
being perverted to his own advantage 
by every Pharisaica! teacher, and liable 
In every instance to be misunderstood 
by even the best informed, and best in- 
tentioned among christians ; for each 
one, where a variety of constructions 
are admissable, is left at liberty to adopt 
that one which most favours his inte- 
rest, his passions, or the prepossessions 
which he has imbibed from education. 
That the word all, and corresponding 
terms, doin the scriptures mean all with- 
out an individual exception, in the great 
majority of instances, is so very evident, 
that it would, we conceive, be an insult 
on the understandings of our readers to 
attempt to prove it. If they always 
were employed in a convertible, and 
not in their fullest and most extensive 
sense, we defy our opponents to prove 
from the bible, that what thev call the 
elect, and those whom they believe to 
have been re generated, will all, without 
exception, be finally saved. On the 
contrary, the Gospel in this case would 
become enveloped ‘in clouds and thick 
darkness,” without any one, excepting 
an angel from heaven commissioned for 
the purpose, being able to penetrate the 
obscurity, and discover to whom its 
promises refer, or to what extent any 
one can confidently rely on them. 

But the effects of limiting the mean- 
ing of these words will not stop here ; 
by it we shall throw open a wide gate 
for the encouragement of sin of every 
description ; for, though the world are 
informed by a revelation from their 
God, that “this wrath is against a// them 
that forsake him”’ ;* that cursed 1s every 
one that keepeth not a// the law of God ;} 


* E.zra viii. 22, + Gal. iii, 10, 
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that all whe do not repent shall perish ;+ 
and that no part of the law shall pass 
away, until a// be fuilfilled;§ yet the 
sinner, reasoning upon the principles 
laid down by Dr. Wylie, may build 
himself up in the vain hope that all 
may only mean a part, and therefore, 
that the majority may forsake the Al- 
mighty without fear of his wrath,— 
that it is necessary to keep only a part 
of God’s holy law, in order to escape 
its curse,—that it is only some of the 
impenitent upon whom judgment shall 
coine, or that only a part of God’s law 
will stand to all eternity ; ; and if Dr. 
Wylie be correct in his reasoning in 
the urticle under review, the reasoning 
of the sinner would be correct also,— 
for we have no more reason to employ 
the words a// and every in their fullest 
extent, in the passages above referred 
to, than we have when they are used in 
reference to the salvation of the human 
race. 

W hat rule have we, that can be relied 
upon, for understanding the import of 
the term a//, when it occurs in the word 
of God? We reply, that when it is 
found in relation to points of doctrine, 
it is to be understood in its most un- 
limited sense, but, when in connexion 
with historical facts, not immediately 
and necessarily connected with doctrine, 
it is sometimes, but not very often, 
used hyperbolically, and signifies an in- 








definite number, and not the whole.— 
This rule admits of no exception, for it 
cannot be proved, excepting by the me- 
thod of wresting the scriptures made 
use of by Dr. W. that a single excep- 
tion is ever made on the page of inspi- 
ration to the utmost extent of the final 
salvation of all God’s rational creatures. | 
The truth of this rule will be at once | 
perceived, when it is recollected that | 
the only manner in which it is disco- | 
vered that the word, when used in re- | 
ference to historical facts, signifies occa- 
sionally not the whole, is, because in | 
the scriptures themselves. we are in-| 
formed of some to whom the facts re- 
ferred to, are not applicable, had this 
not been the case, there is no person of | 
common sense byt would in ev ery in- 
stance without exception have given to| 
the word its most unlimited meaning. | 
Now, in relation to the doctrine of the, 
final salvation of the world, the words | 





t Luke xiii. 3. § Matt. v. 18. 
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s all,” “ every,” “the whole,” or some 
others of equally extensive import, are 
invariably employed, without a single 
sentence occurring throughout the scrip- 
tures to limit their being understood in 
their most unbounded sense. 

That such is actually the case, every 
one will acknowledge who will go at 
once to the fountain of all truth for 
their doctrines, and judge for them- 
selves, from what they there find, with- 
out calling i in the aid of such glosses as 
Dr. W. has kindly supplied for their 
use. 

Indeed it is difficult to conceive how 
the doctrine of unlimited salvation could 
have been communicated in terms more 
forcible than those made use of in the 
scriptures ; and we should really wish 
to be informed by those who deny the 
English terms “ all,” * every,” and 
‘* the whole,” to mean all, in what terms 
the doctrine of Universal grace could 
possibly have been revealed ; or how it 
is possible to express the whole of any 
thing, and yet not be liable to be misun- 
derstood to mean but a small part. 

With respect to the words “ every,” 
“the whole,” &c. the rule already laid 
down, will equally apply to them as to 
the expression ‘© all”—but more of this 
hereafter. 

Having premised the above observa- 
tions, we shall next proceed to a more 
minute examination of the assertions of 
Dr. W., for arguments, we cannot with 
propriety call them. 

‘The first instance in the present arti- 
cle in which this reverend gentleman 
has attempted to mislead bis readers, 
is in reference to the passage in Luke ii. 
10. where the angelic messenger who 
announced to the shepherds the birth 
‘of our Saviour, it is recorded, “ said 
unto them, Behold ! ! I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shail be 
unto all people.” This Dr. W. very 
cunningly enumerates among those pas- 
sages in which, without doubt, the word 
ail! is used in a limited sense, and he ob- 
serves, that it cannot be true in a uni- 
versal sense, because many millions ne- 
iver heard of it, and that even to all the 
Jews who did hear it, it did not furnish 
| joy, but on the contrary, Herod and all 
Jerusalem were troubled at the report. 
All this however is.even true, and yet 
the tidings of the angelic host shall be 
tidings of great joy to ALL PEOPLE, even 
‘to the uttermost ends of the earth ; and 
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it was incumbent on Dr. W. before he 
set down the word a// in this text as li- 
mited, to prove that the period never 
will arrive when the Gospel of Chirist 
Jesus, which is the glad tidings referred 
to by the host from heaven, shall not be 
news of peace, pardon and eternal joy, 
to even Herod and the whole of Jeru- 
salem,—and also that the testimony of 
John was false, when he declared that 
even that “ generation of vipers,” not- 
withstanding all their sins, hypocrisy 
and worldly pride, should be baptized 
with the holy spirit by Christ himself, 
and that their sins should be purged 
and destroyed in unquenchable fire: and 
that the prophet spake false when he 
declared that, eventually, peace should 
be spoken to Jerusalem, and her iniquity 
pardoned.* 

The words of the text, it will be per- 
ceived, do not declare that the ‘ glad 
tidings” were then to all people, but 
that they shall be so; referring to the 
fulness of times in which all things 
shall be restored, and a// the creatures 
of God being subdued as enemies, shall 
be made lawful and obedient subjects of 
the kingdom of the Most high. And 
although we sce not yet this glorious 
event accomplished, it is no proof what- 
ever that it shall never be—for “ the 
spirit of God shall be poured out from 
on high,” and * all shall know him 
from the least even unto the greatest.” } 
Almost every page of the divine testi- 
mony furnishes abundant proof of the 
correctness of what we have above ad- 
vanced. 

The next instance in which Dr. W. 
has attempted to subvert by his sophis- 
try the word of God, is in reference to 
the passage in Isai. liii. 6. where it is 
written, in prophetic allusion to the 
death of Christ, “* The Lord hath laid 
on him the iniquities of us all.”’” The 
words * us all,’ Dr. W. declares here 
to mean “all the elect.” But how all 
the elect? According to Dr. W’s in- 
terpretation of the word ail, it can mean 
only part of the elect, for we have no 
right here to give it a more extensive 
meaning than in the passage in Luke 
il. 10, 

The whole of Dr. W’s argument 
upon this text is as fine a specimen of 
what logicians call the “ Petitio prin- 
cipti,” as we ever recollect to have 


* Isai. xl. 2. + Heb. viii. 11. 
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seen. Dr. W. takes it for granted 
that Christ died only for a part, and 
then argues that of course the iniqui- 
ties of all could not have been laid on 
him; and as the iniquities of all were 
not laid upon him, he consequently 
could not have died for all. But first 
let our reverend opponent prove his 
premises, before he founds upon them 
such important conclusions. 

Let us now examine the passage, and 
see whether we have any right to re- 
strict the declaration it contains to but 
afew. From the context we learn that 
those whose iniquities were laid upon 
Christ, were those who had gone astray 
like lost sheep-—those who had turned 
each one to his own way. It is scarce 
necessary to inquire who do these in- 
clude: but, lest some may be inclined 
to dispute the number, we shall refer 
to the scriptures themselves for an an- 
swer. The apostle Paul, in reasoning 
upon the extent of Christ’s death, in- 
forms us, that “ By one man sin entered 
into the world, and death by sin ; and 
so death passed upon all men, for all 
have sinned.” And that the all men 
here spoken of, constitute all the creation 
of mankind, Dr. W. must admit, until 
he can prove to us that there are some 
men who are not subject unto death.— 
Now mark what follows; ** Therefore, 
as by the offence of one, judgment came 
upon all men to condemnation, even so 
by the righteousness of one, the free gift 
came upon all men, (a) unto justification 
of life. For, as by one man’s disobedi- 
ence many were made sinners, so, by 
the obedience of one, many be made 
righteous.”* Here there can be no 
mistake, no dispute as to the mean- 
ing of the apostle: as extensive as was 
the curse, so extensive is the effects of 
Christ’s death,—as many as have sin- 
ned, so many shall be made righteous. 
So that we thus find, by comparing 
scripture by scripture, that ‘the all 
who have gone astray,” and the “all 
whose iniquities were laid on Christ,” 
referred to in Isai. lili. 6. are no more 
or less than “ all who are sinners,” and 
“‘ there is none righteous, no not one.” 

The same apostle,.in writing to the 
Corinthians, informs Us, by the inspira- 
tion of the holy spirit, that, “ As in 
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall 


(a) Navras avSgerouc, all men. Dr. W.can- 


not supply all the elect here. 
* See Rom. chap. v. 





al! be made alive’’* to a state of immor- 
tality in the kingdom of God.{ Prove 
to us, now, that the non elect did not 
die in Adam, and we admit that their 
sins were not laid upon Christ, and that 


they shall not be made alive in him. 
* * ¥ 


TO BE CONTINUED. 
* 1 Cor. xv. 22. t Verse 49. 


From the New York Gospel Herald. 
“ BUY THE TRUTH, AND SELL IT NOT.” 


So says Solomon. Reader, the truth 
is fast wearing off the gloss and tinsel 
which error has for so long a time been 
clothed with. The deformity of the 
beast is now becoming more and more 
visible ; and the worshippers of the beast, 
either start back with horror at the 
sight, and embrace the truth, or they 
are enraged at the exposure of the ugly 
features of the Lama of their adoration. 
and vent their rage on those, who have 
stripped the garments from the zdo/, 
and left him naked and scorching be- 
neath the burning rays of truth. 

“¢ Buy the truth.” Give in exchange 
all: your prejudices and partialities.— 
Remember that the spring is deep.— 
Dig for it, as for hidden treasures. Let 
no obstacles, however dear to you, pre- 
vent the purchase. ‘“ Pluck out your 
eye! Cut off your hand!” You had 
better enter into the life of salvation— 
enjoy the peace which proceeds from 
the belief of the ¢ruth, without your 
present friends, whose friendship is 
purchased at the expense of your soul’s 
best health and happiness, than to pay 
the forfeit, and suffer the stings of a 
goading conscience—the reproaches of 
neglected duty—the miserable consvla- 
tion of undermining the foundation of 
your own (present) peace, to prop the 
crazy tottering fabric of another’s mis- 
taken welfare ! 

“© Sel/ it not /? Depend upon it, the 
bargain will be an unprofitable one,— 
Grasp this inestimable treasure with 
your right hand. Hold it firm as you 
would hold on heaven! Look neither 
to the right hand nor tothe left. Your 
course is straight forward. With an 
eye fixt as fate—a march steady as 
time—and a purpose firm as the pillars 
of creation, rush to the goal; nor turn 
your back, but bid an eternal farewell to 
error, in all its concomitant and delu- 


sive appearances. 
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